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Historic Name: Eberle, Phillip House
Common Name:

Address: 47 Columbus Ave

City/Town: Somerville
Village/Neighborhood:  Prospect Hill
Local No:

Year Constructed: C 1882

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Italianate

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s): SMV.AW: Columbus Avenue - Warren Avenue Historic
District

Designation(s): Local Historic District (10/31/1989)
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s 47 Columbus Avenue

Phillip Eberle

;ic Name

Present residential

Original residential

PTION

1882-1884

maps / deeds

Italianate - gable end

ect

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property’s location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings

between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings

intersection(s).

Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates)

Condition qood
Moved Date
Acreage 3544 sq. ft

Setting North side of Columbusg _belc

Prospect Hill Park. northeast corne

of Prospect Hill Ave, late 19th ce

residential neighborhood

UTM REFERENCE Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler
Somerville Historic
USES QUADRANGLE Organization preservation Commission

SCALE Date April, 1988
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The two and one-half story, gable-end, Italianate dwelling is well situated
on the south slope of Prospect Hill near the entrance to the 1903 Park.

The well conserved building retains architectural detail reminiscent of the
style and period, including paired brackets at the cornice of the house,
the two-story, projecting bay, and the enclosed entrance porch. The wide
eave overhang and returns, the segmental arched gable peak window, and the
high profile window hoods are all characteristics of the Italianate style.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

i
I

Prospect Hill, one of the most substantial residential neighborhoods of
Somerville, evolved throughout the late 19th century. Prior to that it was
an agricultural community of farms. Columbus Avenue, once known as Warren
Avenue, ran from Walnut to Bonner Street until the 1870s when it was
continued through Bonner property to Washington Street. Its proximity to
Union Square, a center for commercial and transportation activity made it a
desirable place to live. Columbus Avenue was and is half way to the top of
Prospect Hill and only a few blocks from Highland Avenue where the civic
center of Somerville was by the mid to late 1800s.

This property was part of Artemus C. Richardson”s land, which he had
acquired from the Bonner Estate (the part on which his house, #41 Columbus
Avenue) and from the Stones (this lot and #45 Columbus) who owned large
areas of land on the south side of Prospect Hill. In 1882 Richardson sold
this lot to Phillip Eberle who built the house and lived here by 1884.
Eberle had been one of the major investors in the 1869 Masonic Block in
Union Square and maintained a boot and shoe shop in that building. Eberle
also contributed to the commercial development of Union Square when he
built the brick 1884 Eberle Building also in Union Square.
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